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BUILDING VALUE FOR FARMERS: 

Maryland Soybean Board Invests 
$375K to Advance Grower 
Profitability
The Maryland Soybean Board (MSB) 
invested $375,000 projects during its year 
2025 that drove innovation, improved on-farm 
profitability, and built consumer confidence 
in the soybean industry. Funding is made 
possible through the soybean checkoff 
program, with farmer-led investments 
supporting a wide range of local priorities. 
The board approved $184,559 last year to 
support eleven research projects addressing 
timely production challenges and exploring 
new technologies and best practices for 
soybean growers.

“In tough years, it’s more important than 
ever that every checkoff dollar works as 
hard as our farmers do. We’re focused 
on strategic investments that deliver real 
returns—whether it’s through better yields, 
stronger markets, or building trust with 
consumers. That’s how we maximize the 
value of the checkoff and support our 
growers when they need it most,” remarked 
Eddie Boyle, MSB Chairman. 

All projects are reviewed and selected by a 
board of local farmers, ensuring that checkoff 
investments directly reflect the needs and 
priorities of Maryland’s soybean producers, 
which include promoting animal agriculture, 
building overseas markets, fostering public 
trust in agriculture and highlighting soy-
based products’ environmental benefits and 
versatility.

MSB Director Tyler Rill signing MOU with Vietnam 
see page 2 for full story
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The Maryland Soybean Board announced the 
signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) with the Department of Animal 
Health and Production (DAHP) under the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Environment 
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. This 
significant agreement, signed during the 
trade team’s visit to the Maryland Department 
of Agriculture, marks a commitment to foster 
greater cooperation and strengthen trade 
relations between Maryland’s soybean 
industry and Vietnamese partners.
This strategic MOU, effective June 6, 2025, 
through December 2027, builds on an 
existing strong trade relationship, specifically 
aiming to foster robust business linkages and 
mutual agricultural development centered on 
Maryland soybeans and soy-based products 
between Maryland and Vietnam.

Project Highlights
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MSB Strengthens Trade Ties with Vietnam Through New 
Memorandum of Understanding

“Exports to growing markets like Vietnam 
are incredibly valuable to Maryland’s 
soybean industry, providing crucial demand 
and strengthening farm profitability,” said 
Maryland Soybean Board Director Tyler 
Rill, who signed the MOU on behalf of the 
organization. 
“This MOU is a strategic step to further 
cultivate these essential trade relationships 
and expand opportunities for our farmers and 
the broader agricultural sector.”
This initiative highlights the Maryland 
Soybean Board’s ongoing dedication to 
promoting the growth and sustainability 
of the state’s soybean industry, fostering 
international partnerships that expand access 
to vital markets and contribute to mutual 
agricultural development.



The Maryland Soybean Board continues 
its commitment to improving farm safety 
by supporting the distribution of life-saving 
grain bin rescue equipment to emergency 
responders across the state. In 2025, the 
Board was proud to sponsor grain bin rescue 
tubes for the Montgomery County Technical 
Rescue Team and the Queen Anne’s 
Hillsboro Volunteer Fire Company.
Grain bin entrapments can occur in a matter 
of seconds and often require specialized 
equipment and training to safely rescue 
individuals. Rescue tubes are critical tools 
that help emergency personnel quickly 
stabilize and remove victims while reducing 
the risk of further injury.
To ensure responders are prepared to use 
the equipment effectively, training was 
conducted with members of the both of 
the receiving fire companies. Participants 
received hands-on experience with the 
rescue tube and practiced techniques that 
could one day save a life.
The Maryland Soybean Board is proud 
to support initiatives that enhance farm 
safety and strengthen emergency response 
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capabilities in rural communities. By investing 
in education, training, and rescue equipment, 
soybean farmers are helping protect the 
people who work every day to feed and fuel 
our communities.
Photos from the training session at Queen 
Anne’s Hillsboro Volunteer Fire Company 
highlight the importance of preparedness and 
the value of partnerships between agriculture 
and local emergency responders.

Grain Bin Safety Remains a Priority for Maryland Soybean Farmers
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to traditional firefighting products. As 
communities across the country seek 
solutions that reduce environmental concerns 
associated with PFAS chemicals, soy-based 
firefighting foam offers a promising renewable 
option that aligns with both sustainability and 
public safety objectives.
County officials shared how soybean-
based products are helping Prince George’s 
County reduce its environmental footprint 
while supporting safer and more sustainable 
operations. For Maryland soybean farmers, 
the tour served as a powerful reminder of 
how checkoff-funded projects are creating 
new opportunities for soybeans beyond 
traditional markets. By bringing together local 
government leaders and soybean growers, 
the event demonstrated how partnerships 
can drive innovation while delivering practical 
solutions for communities across Maryland.

MSB Sees Soy-Based Innovation 
in Action in Prince George’s 
County
As part of their August Board meeting, 
Maryland Soybean Board directors had the 
opportunity to see firsthand how soybean 
checkoff investments are helping Prince 
George’s County advance its sustainability 
goals through the use of soy-based products.
The visit brought together Maryland Soybean 
Board directors, Prince George’s County 
officials, and representatives from the 
USDA BioPreferred® Program to highlight 
innovative applications of soy-based products 
in county operations and public services.
The tour showcased two Maryland Soybean 
Board-supported initiatives that continue to 
gain momentum within the county. In 2024, 
the Board provided funding for the adoption 
and evaluation of soy-based Goodyear 
tires, and in 2025, the Board supported a 
pilot program to transition county operations 
toward soy-based cleaners, lubricants, 
sealants, and other bio-based maintenance 
products. 
The pilot was designed to reduce reliance on 
petroleum-based products while improving 
environmental performance and workplace 
safety across county facilities. 
During the visit, directors received a behind-
the-scenes look at how these projects are 
being utilized. One of the highlights was a 
demonstration on the county’s test track, 
where police vehicles equipped with soy-
based tires were put through a mock pursuit 
scenario. The demonstration illustrated how 
soy-based technologies can deliver the 
performance required for demanding public 
safety applications while creating additional 
demand for U.S. soybeans.
Attendees also learned about the county’s 
evaluation of PFAS-free, soy flour-based 
firefighting foam as a potential alternative 
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Core Functions
Communicating on the latest soy news, activities, and 
research with the public and growers. 
•	 Media Co-Op, Maryland Soybean Board/Rick Davis
•	 Grower Communications, Rural Rhythm Consulting, 

LLC
•	 Website Management, TSN Communications
•	 Press Releases, Rural Rhythm Consulting, LLC
•	 Social Media, Rural Rhythm Consulting, LLC
•	 Grant Writing, Rural Rhythm Consulting, LLC
•	 Switchbox Management Platform, Maryland 

Soybean Board

Animal Agriculture
Seeing that poultry and livestock production is welcome, 
and its value understood in Maryland.
•	 Animal Ag Promotions, Maryland Soybean Board

Emerging Markets
Promoting the use of soy-based products, and their 
recognition as superior products.
•	 Clean Fuels Alliance America Membership, Maryland 

Soybean Board
•	 State, Regulatory, Environmental, and Technical 

Support – Northeast, Clean Fuels Alliance America
•	 Future U.S. Soy Exports – WISHH Developing & 

Emerging Markets, American Soybean Association – 
WISHH Program

•	 Soy Bio-Based Exhibit, Maryland Soybean Board
•	 Purchase of Protein and Oil Machine to Assist 

Maryland Soybean Growers and Elevators with 
Emerging Markets, Maryland Department of Agriculture

•	 Prince George’s County Soy Bio-Based Product 
Pilot Program, Prince George’s County Fleet Division

•	 Maryland Biofuels Task Force, Sustainable Energy 
Strategies, Inc.

Consumer Education 
Striving to be a trusted source of information for consumers 
on the viability and sustainability of Maryland’s soybean 
farmers.
•	 “Just the Beginning – The Life of a Young Sprout,” 

Laser Letters, Inc.
•	 Soybean Education in Maryland Schools, Maryland 

Agricultural Education Foundation, Inc.
•	 MAEF Maryland Agriculture Showcase, Maryland 

Agricultural Education Foundation, Inc.
•	 Road Safety Campaign, Rural Rhythm Consulting, 

LLC/TSN Communications
•	 My Maryland Farmers & Farm Tours, TSN 

Communications
•	 “Maryland Farm & Harvest” Season 12, Maryland 

Public Television Foundation, Inc.

Checkoff Investments
The Maryland Soybean Board works to maximize the profitability of Maryland soybean producers by investing Maryland 
checkoff funds for research, marketing, and education. The Board strives to be a leader in these areas for the benefit of 
Maryland soybean growers. To achieve this vision, the Board made the following investments in 2025: 

•	 Maryland Soybean Board and University of 
Maryland Celebrate Soy, Playfly Sports Properties; 
University of Maryland

Farmer Engagement
Offering opportunities and trainings for farmers to engage 
in consumer education, public outreach, and farm 
organizations.
•	 Local Sponsorships, Maryland Soybean Board
•	 Maryland Commodity Classic, Maryland Soybean Board
•	 LEAD Maryland Class XIII Education & Training 

FY25, LEAD Maryland Foundation, Inc.
•	 Soybean Leadership Academy, American Soybean 

Association
•	 Grain Bin Safety Week, Nationwide

Research
Providing farmers with information to deal with the most 
immediate threats to their crops.
•	 Regional Research Collaboration, Atlantic Soybean 

Council
•	 Research Database, Rural Rhythm Consulting, LLC
•	 Optimizing Precision Irrigation Management for 

Soybean Crop in Maryland, Hemendra Kumar, 
University of Maryland

•	 Earlier Planting Date and Decreased Population 
Impacts on Full Season Early Maturity Soybeans, 
Nicole Fiorellino, University of Maryland

•	 A New Kind of Farmer Participatory Research and 
Field Day – Piloting UMD TAPS, Nicole Fiorellino, 
University of Maryland

•	 University of Maryland Soybean Variety Trials – 
Check Varieties, Nicole Fiorellino, University of Maryland

•	 Spring Termination of Cover Crops – How Timing 
Affects Slugs, Roots, and Soybean Growth, 
Raymond Weil, University of Maryland

•	 Soybean Fungicide Efficacy, Profitability, and Pest 
Resistance Over Time, Andrew Kness, University of 
Maryland

•	 Evaluation of Early Maturity Soybeans for Maryland 
Production, Andrew Kness & Nicole Fiorellino, 
University of Maryland

•	 Planting Date and Seed Treatment to Manage RKN, 
Alyssa Betts, PhD, University of Delaware

•	 Evaluating Deer Repellent Strategies to Protect 
Soybeans During Early Vegetative Growth, Hayden 
Schug, University of Maryland

•	 Nourishing Nodules: Protecting Maryland Soybeans 
from Drought and Pests, Karin T. Burghardt & Brendan 
A. Randall, University of Maryland

•	 How Crop Residue Affects Slug Feeding and Behavior, 
Kelly Hamby & Arthur Young, University of Maryland



Maryland Soybean Board Directors
C H A I R
Eddie Boyle, Cordova

V I C E - C H A I R
Steve Walter, Hughesville

T R E A S U R E R 
Dale Brown, Denton

R E S E A R C H  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R 
Shane King, Princess Anne

P R O M O T I O N  &  C O M M U N I C AT I O N 
C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R 
Evan Staley, Union Bridge

D I R E C TO R S 
Larry Scott, Rhodesdale, MD
Tyler Rill, Hampstead
Ralph Stambaugh, Union Bridge

E X - O F F I C I O 
Andrew Kness, University of Maryland 
Extension
April Cheesman, Perdue Farms, Inc.
Martin Proulx, Maryland Department of 
Agriculture

United Soybean Board 
Representatives
Mary Stewart, Pylesville
Travis Hutchison, Cordova

Contact Us:
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C TO R
Danielle Bauer

PO Box 387, Cordova, MD 21625

danielle@mdsoy.com

www.mdsoy.com

f i

Checkoff Funds During the fiscal year of October 1, 
2024 to September 30, 2025, the Maryland Soybean 
Board collected $2,761,446.04 in assessments. About 
one half of these funds were disbursed to the United 
Soybean Board. The Board also received an additional 
$50,771.75 for previous and current fiscal year partner 
projects, $5,297.38 for other project income, and 
maintained a balance of $432,039.31 in investment 
accounts.
The balance is managed by the Maryland Soybean 
Board and invested in local research, communication, 
promotion and special projects. Program 
implementation expenses cover collection, compliance, 
elevator audits and Board operations. An audited report 
is available upon request.

Project Implementation
Core Functions
Animal Agriculture
Consumer Education
Emerging Markets
Farmer Engagement
Production Research
Special Projects
Assessments Other States
United Soybean Board
Total Expense

$        75,519.79
$       50,522.41
$         4,706.20
$     264,373.16
$       176,816.80
$        37,797.29
$     107,385.47
$        6,932.15
$   1,703,994.13
$     529,254.63

$  2,957,302.03

FY25 Financial Report

Note: Pie chart shows distribution of Maryland Soybean Board 
investments excluding “Assessments Other States” and “United 
Soybean Board” contributions.  

https://www.mdsoy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Maryland-Soybean-Board-167541426595911/
https://www.instagram.com/mdsoybean/
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